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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Steamboat Springs, CO Accident Number: CEN24FA228

Date & Time: June 17, 2024, 16:23 Local Registration: N245T

Aircraft: Cessna 421 Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Personal

On June 17, 2024, about 1623 mountain daylight time, a Cessna 421C airplane, N245T, was 
destroyed when it was involved in an accident near Steamboat Springs, Colorado. The pilot and 
passenger were fatally injured. The airplane was operated under the provisions of Title 14 
Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 as a personal flight. 

Automatic Dependent Surveillance – Broadcast (ADS-B) data captured the airplane as it 
departed Vance Brand Airport (LMO), Longmont, Colorado, about 1515 and was en route to 
Ogden-Hinckley Airport (OGD), Ogden, Utah. Combined with a preliminary review of air traffic 
control (ATC) audio, when the airplane was in the vicinity of Yampa, Colorado, the pilot 
reported a cylinder temperature issue, and requested a divert to Steamboat Springs 
Airport/Bob Adams Field (SBS), Steamboat Springs, Colorado. The airplane overflew SBS and 
requested a divert to Northern Colorado Regional Airport (FNL), Fort Collins/Loveland, 
Colorado. While flying towards FNL, the pilot reported to ATC that they had just lost the left 
engine and ATC cleared the pilot back to SBS for a landing. 
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Figure 1 ADS-B Data

An employee at the fixed base operator at SBS was monitoring the universal communications 
(UNICOM) frequency and reported the pilot radioed a 4-mile final for Runway 16 and shortly 
after reported on the base leg for runway 32. 

While on the base to final turn for runway 32, the airplane was observed by witnesses to enter 
a flat, spiraling descent and impact terrain. A post impact fire ensued and consumed a 
majority of the airplane.

The airplane impacted terrain between two mobile homes in a trailer park about 0.4 miles from 
the approach end of runway 32. The airplane came to rest on a 180° magnetic heading and 
impact signatures were consistent with the airplane impacting in a near horizontal attitude. 
The main wreckage consisted of the entire airplane and both engines and all components 
remained relatively attached to the airplane. The propeller blades on the left engine appeared 
to be in the feathered position. Most of the cockpit instrumentation and avionics devices were 
consumed by the post impact fire.

The airplane was retained for further examination. 
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N245T

Model/Series: 421 C Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Operator Designator Code:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: KSBS,6879 ft msl Observation Time: 16:35 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 1 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 27°C /0°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 13 knots / 19 knots, 220°

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 29.64 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: IFR

Departure Point: Longmont, CO (KLMO) Destination: Steamboat Spring, CO 
(KSBS)

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Fire: On-ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: On-ground

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal Latitude, Longitude: 40.507283,-106.86669 

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Aguilera, Jason

Additional Participating Persons: Harold Robertson; FAA FSDO; Denver, CO
PJ Beavers; Textron Aviation; Wichita, KS
Ernie Hall; Textron Aviation; Wichita, KS
J Ferrell; Continental Motors; Mobile, AL

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

